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In this present issue of JMER, Marcela Ossa Parra is reviewing a book by UpeguiHernández titled Growing Up Transnational: Colombian and Dominican Children of
Immigrants in New York City. Ossa Parra in currently an Assistant Professor in the
Bilingual Education Program at Queens College, CUNY. Marcela Ossa Parra is Columbian
and she therefore understands the cultural context where many of the participants in
Upegui-Hernández’ work have lived.

This book was published in 2014. We decided to review it because of the holistic
picture that Upegui-Hernández paints of the multiple identities that Colombian and
Dominican children of immigrants living in New York City have to negotiate in their
daily life. As teachers working in multilingual environments, we are aware of the role
that language has in transmitting and reinforcing the cultural background and identity
that our students bring. Reading Upegui-Hernández’s book can give us a more nuanced
understanding of how multiple selves are formed and differentiated in Colombian and
Dominican immigrants. Family and social context seem to be at the center of
transnational identity.
An interesting finding in Upegui-Hernández book was that for all the
participants in this study, family is at the center of maintaining transnational ties with
members in their parents’ home countries. Furthermore, both groups developed
similar identity negotiation strategies that go beyond fixed ethnic, racial, and national
labels. In negotiating these transnational identities however, the social context of skin
color, perceived social class, and personal immigration histories played a determinant
role in forming a transnational identity.
Anyone interested in social justice should read this book. It has made an
important contribution to understanding the many obstacles and challenges that
immigrants face in the United States.
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